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adornment. Generally speaking, they are of lighter
build than we are; but handsome and well-shaped, just
as we would be if we continued in the same condition
in which we were at the age of twenty-five. You do
not encounter a big-bellied, hunchbacked, or de-
formed person among them: those who are leprous,
gouty, affected with gravel, or insane, are unknown
to them. Any of our people who have some defect,
such as the one-eyed, squint-eyed, and flat-nosed, are
immediately noticed by them and greatly derided,
especially behind our backs and when they are by
themselves. For they are droll fellows, and have a
word and a nickname very readily at command, if
they think they have any occasion to [39] look down
upon us. And certainly (judging from what I see)
this habit of self-aggrandizement is a contagion from
which no one is exempt, except through the grace of
God. You will see these poor barbarians, notwith-
standing their great lack of government, power, let-
ters, art and riches, yet holding their heads so high
that they greatly underrate us, regarding themselves
as our superiors.

Their clothes are trimmed with leather lace, which
the women dress and curry on the side which is not
hairy. They often curry both sides of elk skin, like
our buff skin, then variegate it very prettily with
paint put on in a lace-like pattern, and make gowns
of it; from the same leather they make their shoes
and strings. The men do not wear [40] trousers, be-
cause (they say) they hinder them too much, and
place them as it were, in chains; they wear only a
piece of cloth over their middle; in Summer they
often wear our capes, and in Winter our bed-blankets,
which they improve with trimming and wear double.



